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2020 was a particular year in the history of Dragons soccer and no doubt one to be remembered by all 
participants. Under Ontario Soccer’s Return to Play Guide, we were allowed to begin modified practices in July 
and modified games in August. We therefore had an 8-week season instead of the normal 13-week season.  
 
Given concerns surrounding the coronavirus, about half as many players as usual registered to play soccer 
with us this summer. Those who did, however, were happy to be outside playing soccer and having fun with 
friends. 
 
From an operational perspective, the Dragons modified our procedures for the pandemic.  We: 

 Completed and had approved a return-to-play application with Soccer Canada 

 Developed a coaching-during-a-pandemic guide for our coaches 

 Created our “Dragons Backyard Soccer” program for May and June to encourage players to practice 
soccer skills at home, before team sports were allowed to occur. 

 Lined our fields in July for physical distancing: every player had their own defined area on the field 

 Hired “Dragon tamers” (field marshals) for the first 5 weeks to ensure players and parents were 
respecting physical distancing guidelines 

 Provided hand sanitizer and equipment cleaner in all coaching bags 

 Posted Covid-procedure signs at the Potvin fields 

 Completed contact tracing sheets at practices and games 

 Provided each player with a T-shirt and training bib to keep 

 Provided each player with a ball to keep 

 Reduced team sizes to respect the July limit of 10 people on a mini field and 20 people on a full-size 
field. This was a challenge, especially at the U4-U6 ages where teams were 5 children and 5 parents. 

 Modified the game format for the youth divisions in August to play 7v7 or 9v9 instead of 11v11. 

 Eliminated our year-end Soccer Day (unfortunately) because soccer festivals were not permitted. 

 Extended the season by one week to allow for as much soccer as possible. 

 Doubled up games in August since no games were allowed in July. 

 Continued to offer 100% Fun soccer 

 
Thank you to everyone who made the season possible: board members, coaches, office staff, referees, our 
scheduler Jeff and of course parents and players for coming to the field with a positive attitude. 
 
 
David Lowe 
Director of Operations, 2020 

 


